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MOSQUE ATTACKED 


Hundreds of worshippers killed or wounded 
in Egypt; Islamic State affiliate blamed. 1B 
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Reputed hit man’s own life on line 


Once charged in 8 killings, Ricky Kelly’s 
long-awaited murder trial begins Dec. 1 


Andrew Wolfson 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


He once boasted that he had killed 10 
men. 

Ricky Kelly also likened himself to 
Caesar, telling a fellow inmate in a se- 
cretly recorded conversation that he 
tried to “implement fear in people” to 
control them. “You do something real 


said, “they don’t want that to happen to 
them.” 


Former Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Dave Stengel called Kelly “the most 
frightening person I’ve come across in 
30 years of law enforcement,” while for- 
mer Louisville Metro Police Chief Robert 
White said his record shows a “total dis- 
regard for life.” 

And a member of Kelly’s own crew, 
Tao Parker, told authorities that fellow 
dealers were so scared of him that he 
had a hard time finding anyone to sell 
him drugs. 

Now, seven years after Louisville’s 
most notorious criminal was charged 


Ricky Kelly sits with one of his 
attorneys, Daniel Alvarez, during a 
hearing Monday. PAT MCDONOGH/CJ 


with complicity in eight murders, Kelly 
finally will go on trial for just one — al- 
legedly shooting rival drug dealer La- 
juante “Bebe” Jackson as he sat on his 
porch in the Sheppard Square housing 
project on Aug. 19, 2005. 

The trial, set to begin Dec. lin Jeffer- 
son Circuit Court, could help close the 
books on a deadly time in Louisville 
fueled by wars over crack cocaine. It 
also should finally resolve a case that 
has taken a tortuous path through the 
criminal justice system and that has 
been marked by tragic irony. 

First, after a county grand jury 
charged Kelly in the eight slayings — in- 
cluding that of federal witness Gail 


See KELLY, Page 5A 


Students at Silver Creek Middle School flood the hallways at the end of the school day earlier this month. MICH 
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A district divided? 
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After divisive vote, West Clark Community Schools moves toward split 


n a packed boardroom at tiny Borden High 
School, the crowd erupted in cheers as the 
West Clark Community Schools board voted 
unanimously in early November to split the 
Southern Indiana district in two. X While far from 
complete, the move would make the three Silver Creek 
schools and their 2,900 students into their own district 
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“\. if we secede 


and go our own 


way, it’s going to 
put a wedge in our 
communities.” 


Dewey Daniel 
Sellersburg resident with 
two kids in Silver Creek 
schools who thinks 
secession is a mistake 


See SCHOOLS, Page 8A 


while the five Henryville and Borden schools and their 
1,700 students would remain in the West Clark dis- 
trict. X “When they voted on it and it passed, it 
sounded like it was an NFL game and the home team 
scored a touchdown,” said Dewey Daniel, a Sellersburg 
resident whose two kids attend Silver Creek schools. 


Papa Elf promotes Kentucky Lottery 


Bob Newhart stars in the new Kentucky Lottery ad. “I really like the knickers | was able to wear,” 
Newhart said of his costume. “They're a lot more comfortable than the tights | wore in the film.” 3A 


Weather 


High 60° X Low 34° 
Clearing. Forecast, 2A 
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